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In the course of development, he declares, the progress of further formation is always stimulated by that which already has been formed. This really lucid epigenetic idea deserves particular recognition.
So far the fifth volume ; in the last Burdach tries to probe still deeper.
All forces of the inorganic world are certainly active also in the organism ; this was an axiom on which Descartes and the latromechanists had built. They explained the mechanics of the articulation of limbs and some points in the circulation of the blood, and then thought that they could explain everything. In doing so they neglected the high philosophical standpoint of Descartes.
But the materialists have not proved anything ; any more than men like Buff on and Needham.
Materialism can explain only details, but never their relation to the whole. But a general organic matter endowed with special power is no explanation, quite apart from the fact that such a thing cannot really exist, since life is developing towards individualism. Electricity and heat cannot be the cause of life, as they presuppose the variety of living organic forms : explanations resting on irritability and the like are simply classifications. Stahl's soul, too, is to be rejected no less than a nerve-principle put in its place : there is life without nerves. Finally, the term " vital force " implies only " that there must be a peculiar cause for the peculiar phenomena of life."
But what is to be done where all these theories fail ?